ACER PLANTING PROCEDURE

1. Ensure you are planting the tree in a proper
spot. Check tree species and tree planting
diagram; Label tree with species name and
specimen #.

2. Dig a saucer-shaped shallow wide bowl that is
no deeper than the root collar and
approximately three times as wide.

3. If the site has heavy clay soils, scarify hole
by chipping slits in sides and base of saucer.
Before putting the root ball back into the
hole, fill the hole with a mix of site soil and
topsoil.

4. A i) POTTED TREES To remove the tree from
the pot, turn the pot on its side, and gently press
on the pot with your foot to loosen the pot from
the soil.

4. A ii) POTTED TREES Hold the root collar
firmly and lift pot up to tip the tree out.

4. A iii) POTTED TREES Hold it by root mass.
Stretch/trim roots.
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4. B i) BALL AND BURLAP TREES Keep burlap on
until you move tree into the hole. Hold one hand
on knot in burlap, the other on the root collar
above. Heave!

4. B ii) BALL AND BURLAP TREES Cut burlap once in
hole and carefully remove it keeping the root ball
intact. Spread roots out.

4. C i) BARE ROOT TREES Prepare for planting,
loosen roots. Break apart/cut large encircling
roots. Spread roots out in hole as with the ball
and burlap tree.

5. Back fill the hole, with an even mix of topsoil and
site soil.

6. At halfway depth, gently pack the soil around
the root carefully with feet or fists, then continue
filling the soil.

7. Check that tree is planted straight up, and root
collar will be level with the ground level. Use the
grass you dug up to make a rim around root
collar to retain water. Make sure the side with
the grass is facing down.
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8. Water well: use a whole bucket for trees,
less for shrub. Fill each well with at least 3
inches of water.

9. Create a mulch circle 1m wide around the tree
approx. 10 cm thick. Keep mulch from touching
the trunk.

10. Protect the plant from rodents, deer, or
other agents by wrapping a tree guard around
the base of the stem. Attach tag.

11. Orient stakes to be in line with westerly
winds, and drive in stakes just outside root zone.

12. Measure Root Collar Diameter (RC, in mm).
Use vernier calipers. Read where the 0 on the
bottom sliding scale lines up with the non
sliding scale. Be gentle so you don’t scrape the
bark.

13. Measure Total Height (HT, in cm). Use the 1.5
meter tape to measure from root collar to base
of terminal bud on the tallest leader.
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14. Measure Diameter at Breast Height (DBH, in
mm) 1.3m from the tree base. Use the vernier
calipers as seen in the root collar measurement
above.

15. Measure Crown Diameter (W1, W2 in cm).
Use the 1.5 meter measuring tape and measure
2 widths at right angles horizontally. Choose the
widest points of the tips of the branches.

16. Create a sketch map of your trees, using a
measuring tape and trundle wheel. Determine
plot size, tree spacing, and distance from
prominent features. Write # of each tree in map.

17. Write up Anecdotal Report to record how
the day went and weather conditions.

18. Take a group shot to commemorate the
event!

19. On the anniversary of planting day,
measure the tree growth and hold a birthday
party!
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