
 
 

Riparian Rangers Etobicoke Program 
 
 

Riparian Rangers Etobicoke is a program developed 
to improve and protect native habitats along areas 
that link land and water environments. Its goal is 
threefold: to restore and defend habitats for native 
species in the highly urbanized Lake Ontario 
Watershed, to enhance the Etobicoke creek buffer 
zone to mitigate the risk of flooding, and to engage 
community members to perform long-term 
monitoring and reporting.  
 
 

This program presents opportunities for community members to 
be involved in hands-on activities concerning restoration and 
long-term monitoring within sensitive ecosystems. Riparian 
zones are valuable areas, as water flowing from land into 
waterways often eventually flows into sources of drinking water. 
Vegetation along these areas will act to slow the flow of water, 
allowing for increased infiltration and less erosion. Extending 
vegetative buffer zones will help stabilize riverbanks, provide 
fish and wildlife habitat, and reduce water temperatures thus 
improving the overall health of the ecosystem.    

 
 
For the fall of 2014, ACER has partnered with 
Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) to restore 
four priority sites. For each site trained youth 
volunteers, ACER staff, and the staff of TRCA will 
plant 200 trees and 50 shrubs. Each year after 
planting, volunteers will measure 10% of each tree 
species planted in terms of tree growth and health. 
Project photos, maps, and tree growth data are 
posted on our website: http://www.climatesake.ca.  
 
 
ACER funding for this program includes hands-on training, implementation and 
technical resources, equipment, and support until one year’s growth has been 
measured.  
  

Tracking for Success (T4S) Program 

Tracking for Success is a program developed for organizations to monitor the species success 
rates of their newly planted trees. Organizations train volunteers to take annual tree growth 
measurements using Smithsonian Institution protocols and create public awareness of climate 
change impacts and other stresses that affect species growth. They  may then use the data to  
achieve better growth rates (e.g. installing a fence to prevent deer browsing) or plant more 
resilient species in a particular area.  

ACER partners with organizations to measure 10% of 
each tree species planted at a site. Data that is collected 
by trained community  volunteers is uploaded to our 
website. Organizations that have participated in this 
program include the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA), Royal Botanical Gardens, TD Bank, 
Trout Unlimited and Downsview Park. 

Benefits of this program include useful data, greater insight into why 
certain species are more successful in a particular site location, a 
complementary educational activity after massive tree plantings, 
better species success rates and community involvement. Volunteers 
are trained to plant, tag, measure and record tree growth. Benchmark 
measurements are established and long-term monitoring is 
undertaken so that participants can track the success of those trees 
planted over time. 

The Tracking for Success website (http://www.acer-
acre.ca/programs/tracking-for-success) shows a map, 
photos and data of each site that was planted and 
monitored. This program may also be complemented 
with TreeCaching to aid volunteers in identifying tree 
species. 
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Here is a sample of the data that is collected by citizens for newly planted tree. Our 
Quality Assurance (QA) protocol allows data to be graded for accuracy. This protocol 
can be completed with the help of ACER or by the participants. Equipment for 
measuring both young and mature trees is provided in ACER’s monitoring equipment 
bag.  
 

 
 
Tool that may be found on our website include:  
 

- Planting for Change Manuals (explains ACER planting and monitoring protocols)  
- Role Cards: Download a set of ACER instructions for teams to measure your trees  
- Common Tree Species in GTA and Niagara and Common Invasive Species  
- Trees in Winter Playing Cards 
 
Additional tools available under our Resources page such as our Treepedia and training 
videos can be found at:  
 
http://www.acer-acre.ca/resources 
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Here is a sample of the data that is collected by students for newly planted trees. Our Quality 
Assurance (QA) protocol allows students’ data to be graded for accuracy. This protocol can be 
completed with the help of ACER or by teachers. Equipment for measuring both young and 
mature trees is provided in ACER’s monitoring bag. 

Other resources available on the Planting for Change website page include: 

- P4C Manual for Teachers

- P4C Manual for Students

- P4C Quality Assurance (QA) Manual for Tree Data

- P4C Tree Species Key, Common Species in GTA and Niagara and Common Invasive Species

- Trees in Winter Playing Cards 

There are additional tools available under our Resources page such as our Treepedia and 
training videos which can be found at: 

http://www.acer-acre.ca/resources
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- Under development: TRCA/ACER Native Tree and Shrub Monitoring Guide for Newly Planted 
Sites


