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Project Name: TreeCaching 

Project Description: 

TreeCaching encourages people to identify and learn about trees when outside. It's a simple and fun 

outdoor activity – a self-guided nature walk for all ages. Benefits include increased physical activity, 

social outings, community engagement, nature appreciation, and improved physical and mental health. 

For sponsors and landowners, this is a great opportunity for advertisement as the project reaches 

everyone walking by the tagged trees. A comments and reports feature is being developed to receive 

observations on the state of trail trees.

Locations:  

Our first trail with QR code-tagged trees is located at Humber Arboretum, Toronto, where we tagged 16 

trees in January 2014. As of August 2014, the following locations have their trees tagged with QR 

codes: Heartland Forest, Erindale Park, Riverwood Conservancy, Sheridan College (Davis Campus 

and Oakville Campus), and Stamford Collegiate Institute. Everyone is invited to work with us to bring 

TreeCaching to their neighbourhood. 

 

 

 

This map shows locations that 

are currently involved with 

TreeCaching project. 

Location (# of trees tagged): 

Erindale Park to Riverwood  

Conservancy (18) 

Heartland Forest (16) 

Humber Arboretum (16) 

Sheridan College Davis (18) 

Sheridan College Oakville (21) 

Stamford Collegiate Institute (5) 

Dynamic version of this map: 
http://www.acer-acre.ca/treecaching 

http://www.acer-acre.ca/QR/map/map2.php
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How it works: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Find a tagged tree 

Anyone - hikers, joggers, dog-walkers, kids, seniors - walking on a trail in a park (for example, Culham 

trail in Erindale Park, Mississauga) will quickly notice that there are trees with QR codes. We've picked 

trees close to the trails so they are easily spotted. The tag reads "Scan QR-code to learn about this 

tree!".  

2. Download free QR Code Reader 

If you don't already have a QR code app on your device, download one for free. For android phones, 

use "QR Code Reader", and for iOS, use "QR Reader". There are many alternative free apps. 

*If you don't have a smartphone, you can write down the url below the QR code and use a computer to 

access the information. 

3. Scan the code and learn 

Scanning the QR code will redirect you to a unique webpage that has information about the tree you've 

found. It also contains tree ID keys and interesting facts E.g.how the native peoples used the tree.  

4. Find more trees! 

At the bottom of the page, there's a link to a dynamic map indicating your location and other QR-coded 

trees nearby. Use this link for your self-guided nature walk. 

Scan it! 

*Actual tag may look different. 
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This is the page you see when 

you scan the QR code! 
DEMO: http://www.acer-acre.ca/t?43556537966755acesac 

This information is specific to the tree 

you've scanned. It includes information on 

the tree's GPS coordinates, diameter at 

breast height, carbon storage, and the 

equivalent CO2 removed by this tree. 

 

This information is about the tree species 

you've found. This screenshot, for 

example, has information about Sugar 

Maple. It tells you how to identify sugar 

maple based on leaf, flower, fruit, twig, and 

bark. It also has interesting facts about 

sugar maple such as how native people 

drank maple sap fresh from the tree as a 

cold refreshing beverage. 

"Find More Trees!" 

option brings you to a 

map that displays the 

location of the tree 

you've found, and the 

location of other QR-

coded trees nearby. 

These are links to 

homepages of our 

sponsors and 

landowners who gave 

us permits to tag trees. 

This section can be 

used to advertise your  

park/organization free of 

charge! 

 

http://www.acer-acre.ca/t?43556537966755acesac
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Method of tagging 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option A: Large tag with metal tag holder. 

Tag size: 9cm x 4.5cm 

Specifications: Metal tag holder. Attached each corner (nails 

1mm in diameter, 3-4cm long). Double laminated to endure 

various weather conditions. Most sturdy tagging option. 

Option B: Adhesive vinyl on aluminum metal tag 

Tag size: 6.3cm x 2.5cm 

Specifications: Attached with one deck screw. (2mm in diameter, 

4-6cm long) May be loosened as the tree grows. Clear adhesive 

vinyl attached on aluminum metal tag (0.38mm thick). Extra layer of 

vinyl to weather-proof. Very durable. Easily released as the tree 

grows. 

 

Option C: Event Tags 

Tag size: Variable 

Specifications: Temporary tags 

customized for special events / 

sites. 


